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ON THE OCCURRENCE OF FOMES CARYOPHYLLI (RAC) BRAS
IN SOME DISTRJCTS OF SOUTH CHOTANAGPU& JHARI(HAND.
INDIA

RAJAN KI]MAR SAHI,]
Madhukam, PO-Hehal, Distt. Ranchi-5, Jharkhand, lndia.

Specimens of wood rotting t-ungi, Fomes cotl,ophS'lli, were collected from varions districts of
Jharkhand State of India. Some of these are new host records and some are first i'eports or
additions to the mycoflora of the State.
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During the survey of the woodrotting fungi
of the Jharkhand State of India, some
specimens ofFomes catyophyl1i(Fig. l) were

collected from Ranchi, Gumla, Lohardaga
and West Singhbhum districts dt'.ring the
rainy season of 1995 and 1996. These
specimens were examined critically in respect

of all their essential characters with the help
of available literaturesr'a. Some of these are

new host records and some are first repofis
or additions to the mycoflora of Varranchal.

The specimens have been deposited in the
authors' own collections in the University
Department of Botany, Ranchi University,
Ranchi, under their collection numbers.

The materidfs were detached from the

host with the help of knife, transfened in the

specimen jars and fixed in 4Yo formalin,
labelled, numbered and kept for future
reference.

The sporophores of the fungus
perenial or annual, usually resupinate srnall
and woody; upper surface brown to black,
surface and crusty; fainty hairy when young
and soon becomes glabrous, hymenial
surface dull and woody brown; pore tubes
stratified and oblique; mycelial mat appears
yellowish in decayed wood.

The.wood is stained dark brown in
the initial stage ofdecay but in the advanced
stage it causes white rot and the wood

Fructification of Fomes cttr -tophylli. .
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becomes spongy. Yellow mycelial matmaJ

develop in decayed wood and somelimes-

forms circular rings associated wi'h P*t
inots *hich arises at different depths of

tlr" *ood and it appears as "EYes" or

"Pex-marks".

F. caryoPhYlli causes white rot and

results in the iecay of a range of hosts loPd
.t"iia.ot"t"only found in Sal wood which

u;.oro,t for over 25Yo of the total decay of

the heart wood.
' 

Thus fungus has been collected from

plants viz. Anogeissus latifulia' Qugemia

io,ieinesis, Briielia retusa, Cleistanthus

"ottint. 
Terminalia chebula and Madhuca

longifolia.

. ' Th. authors are grateful to the Head'

Deoartment of botany, Ranchi University'

Ranchi for necessary facilities'
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