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ENDEMIC PLANTS IN KTJNTHOOR EXTENSION RESERYE FOREST,
HOSMATA, IN DAKSHI}\'A KANNADA DISTRICT OF I(ARNATAKA
STATE

H.S. SEENOY aDd RASHEED AIIMAI)

Department ofApplied Botany, Maagalore university, Mangalagangothri - 574 199, India.

A total of 2E species of endemic plants, includilg two rare and threatened, were recorded in Kunthoq
extension reserve foest, which also include a monotypic endemic g etenMoulla,a spicata.
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The word endemic is ascribed to any
ta,\onomic unit or taxon which occurs in a
restricted area usua[y isolded by geographical

or temporal barriers. Endetric floristic
elements of acountry orgeographical region
throw light on the biogeography of the area,

centres of speciation, areas of extension-
vicariase and adaptive evolution of the flora
occuring in the area.

The Westem Ghats called so because

of rhe position they occupy in peninsular

India lie between 8' 20' - 20" 40' N and 73"

77' E I and covers a distance of about I 600 km
from Tapti valley in Gujarat to Kanniyakumari
in Tamil Nadu. About 21 00 endemic flowering
plants in Peninsular India have been estimated

which represent about 32Vc of its flora2.

Agumbe, Bababudan hills, Coorg, Shimoga,
North Kanara and South Kanara are areas of
high endemic content in the lVestern Ghats.

Kunthoor extension reserve tbrest in Westem

Ghats has an area of 900 hectares and lies
between 75" 24' ta75" 27'longitude and 12'

44' to 12 46' latriftdes in Dakshina Kannada
district of Karnataka state. Kunthoor reserve
fbrest is evergreen type composed of large

evergreen tr@s, Iianas, shmrbq heits, orchids
and ferns sustained by Gundya riVer at the
western side and KunraradhaiAbnxhe eastent
side (Fi g. I ). During the investigations for the
litter fungi, authors surveyed the whole.area
and recorded 28 endemic species Oable 1)
including nvorare ard threatened asclassified
by Ahmadullah & Nayar3.

Fertile specimens of the plant species

were taken for identification and conftrination
with the specimens available in the Herbarium
of Applied Botany Department, Mangalore
University.

Acknowledgerne nts

Authors are grateful to Prof. K.M. Kaveriappa
Deparrnent of Applied Botany, Mangalore
University and Range Forest Officer, panja.

Puffdr Tiluk for their help in various ways.
References

l. Nair N C and P Daniet 1986, proc. Indian Acad.

Sci. (Amm. Sci. plant.lci/ Suppl. Nov. l9E6 pp

r27-163.

2. Nayar M P l9&2,Butl. Bot. Surtt. India22lZ
3. Ahmadullah M and Nayar M p 19g6, Endemic

plants of the Indian regionyol I, Botanical

Survey of Indi4 Calcutta 261 p.

163



L64

;. .].:-: ]
i --r:_. =i

:...'+:. : r i'

Shenoy & Abmad

:: :. '..:.,:ro- .::.1i- '-itl J.t, .r1
- F: 

' 
ll

ttei z{zl t{25'

:j,,i 
u'

trviitruDxi+'W;i/*A

.,/, \.{);:.:1.-.:::

'#d,#*ffi<. !, ) l'r', /, +' /)/l'/z/z "+n'l,l. 
));1),t;r,:

lizl' . 75"2.3' '7'ro25' ?5',2?.1 tsizg'

Fig.1. MAP OF KUNTHOOR EX TiNSIO.N

W.ESIER.N .6HA'TS,

REsERVE Pohesi rt't



J. Phytol. Res. 9 (2): 163-166,1996

Table l.Endemic plants found in Kunthoor extension reserve forest, Hosmata-
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Trees

6.

9.

Art oc a.rpu s he te r o phy llus l-am

Art oc arpus hirs utus Lzm.

Callophyllum apealum W illd

Cirnamotrutm nalabatrum

@urm. f.) Blume

Garcinia gummi-gzfra (L.) Robs

Garcinia indica Arcisy

Gy rnnac rant he ra fa r q u ha r iaru
(Hook f. & Thomson) Warb.

Flacourtia montana Grahatn

Holigana ferruginea
Marchand

Holigana amottiana Hook. I.

Hopea pamiflora Beddome

Hapea Ponga @ennst.)
Mabberly

Ixora brachiataRoxb.

La g e rs tro emia mic r oc d rp a
Wight

Moraceae

Moraceae

Guttiferae

Lauraceae

Guttiferae
Guttiferae

Myristaceae

Flacourtiaceae

Anacardiaceae

Anacardiaeae

Dipterocarpaceae

Dipterocarpaceae

Rubiaceae

Endemic to W. Ghau.
Karnataka, Kerala and

Tamil Nadu in evergreen

forests.

Endemic to W. Ghats. W.
coast up to 1100 m.
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu in evergreen forests
Endemic to W. Ghats, up
to 330 m. Karnataka,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu in
evergreen forests.
Endemic to W. Ghats,
900-1000m. Karnatakq
Kerala, Tamil Nadu in
Evergreen foresl{.
Endemic to W. Ghals
Endemic to W. Ghau up
to 900 m. Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu in evergreen

forests.
Endemic to W. Ghats up
to 350 m. Karnataka,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu in
evergreen forests.
Endemic to W. Ghats
in evergreen forests.
Endemic to W. Ghats,
Karnataka, Kerala
(frava-ncorb) Tamil Nadu
in evergreen forests.
Endemic to W. Ghats

Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu in evergreen forests.

Endemic to W. Ghats
up to 1200 m.
Karnataka (Kanara)
Kerala, Tamil Nadu in
everlreen forests
Endemic to W. Ghats
up to 1150 m.
Karnataka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu in
evergreen forests.
Endemic to W. Ghats,
Maharashtra, Karnatakq
Kerala, Tamil Nadu in
evergreen forests.
Endemic to W. Ghat.
Karnatalo. Kerala, Tamil
Nadu in evergreen forests.

10

12.

13.

Lythraceae
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15.

Shenoy & Ah&ad

Ruhiaceae Eadenric to W. (ih:rt.r

up io{50 nr. .

MotiotYgic g.lnrta of
Peninsular India
Endemic to W. (ihats

up to 30O m. Rare and

threatened

Endemic to W. (iha\
Rare and threatqncd
Endemic to W. G-hats

in evergreen forests

Endemic to W. (ihars

up to 8m m Kiunataku.

Kerala, Tamil Nadu in
evergreen fffests.

Endemic to W. Ghat-s.

Konkan, Southwards to

Nilgiriirom sea level
to 1800 m.
A large shrub. W.
Ghats, W. coast,

Kolkan, Kanara"

Malabar, Travancore
Endemic to W. Ghats

Kirnataka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu in
evergreen firasts.
Endemic to W. Ghat.s

Endemic to W. Chals.

S. Kanara of Karnataka.

Malabarupto9U)
m. Monoypic genera of
peninsular India
Endemic -to W. Ghars.

Konkan. Kanara to
Karnaraka, Tirunelveli
& Nilgiri hills lfiX) m
Endemic to. W. Ghars.

S.K.aaar1 Coorg hills
of Karnataka to Nilgiri
& Travancore hills.
lff)0m.
Endemic to W. Ghats

Karnalaka, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu in
evergreen forests,
Endemic to W. Ghars

Karnataka, Ker.alq,

Tamil Naduin ,

evergreen forests.

16.

11.

lE.

19.

Ochreiruaclu missionis
(Wietrt&A*b) Pirldale

M y ris t ic a qqbfu ric a l.alrl

P t e ro sp e rm4m ret i c ulal um

Wisht&A&.
Trewia plycarpBettr.

Vateria indicaL'

S tnubs/HerhdClisrbers

1. Impatiqns kleinii
Wiglrt& Arn.

2. Inra ptlyatlftn Wight

3. Mewecylon nalabaricum

4. .lllcaccyl<mmlbotiarum
Brandis

5. Moulln:asPkan@alz,)
Nicolson

....:
6. MussanthrlatalHrttch.

.I
.

'1. ()phiot'rhi:a hiisutulo
Wicht

.: j

8. PsYcftotno r/akelli Hook. I.

a

9. PsYchotialtat'rla Talhot.

Myristicaceae

Sterculiaceae

Euphorbiaceae

Dipterocarpaceae

Balsaminaceae

Rubiaceae

Melastomatac?ae

Melastomataceae

Caesalpineaccae

Rubiaceae

Ruhiaceae

Rubiacea.'

Rubia<rae


